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PICKS COFFIN

THEN COMMITS

SUICIDE NEAR

UNDERTAKER'S

Man Giving Name of Alexander

Ruf Arranges for His Own

Cremation, and Leaves Note

on Receipt.

Several Pedestrians See Man

Shoot Himself on Sidewalk

Close to 332 Pennsylvania

AvenueDies Instantly.

An aged man walked into the

undertaking establishment of J.
William Lee, 332 Pennsylvania
avenue, about noon today. He se-

lected a coffin and arranged for

the cremation of his own body,

taking a receipt made out in the
name of Alexander Ruf. He then
walked to the pavement, where he
blew out his brains.

The police are trying to locate
his relatives.

The man was about seventy
years old, and neatly dressed in

dark clothes. His hair and mus.

tachc were white, 'and he wore

glasses.
An Emergency Hospital ambu-

lance responded and Dr. Sander-

son worked over him in vain.

GAVE NO ADDRESS.
.1. William Lee, proprietor of the un-

dertaking establishment, s&vs the man
cung Into hla place and selected a cof-
fin and discussed terms for cremation,
paying for them In cash. He gave no
iddress. He requestod a receipt made
"Ut to Alexander Ruf, at the bottom of
which he wrote:

"It Is my request that when I die my
remains be cremated at J. William
Lee's crematorium, the expenses having
boon paid for by me."

Several pedestrians witnessed the sul-
fide. Policeman G. A. Cotten. of tho
Sixth precinct, was In the neighbor-
hood and, alarmed by the shot, reached
I he man a few seconds nfter ho hnd
hot himself. Ho hod used a

revolver which had originally contained
three cartridges. One of the cartridges
bad been dlHCharged when the revolver
was found by the dead man's side.

When Ruf emerged, from the under-
taking establishment ho walked a few
steps south of the dorway to a picket
fence which runs across a vacant lot.
Leaning against the fence, ho fired the
hot which ended his life.
Police of the Sixth precinct said thev

learned the suicide was Alexander Ruf,
of US 15 street northwest. He had oc
'upled a room there since September.
Persons In tho house who knew him
"aid he was nn old soldier, with no
living relatives, nnd that he had talked
about ending his life for several weeks.
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SENTENCE IN JAIL

Brought Back From Detroit,
Where She Attempted to
Kill Self.

Margaret Btout. entrnccd during the
summerr to two vcnr Imprisonment at
OccoqiiRn. began her sentence there this
afternoo.n after her nnnearnnce in Crim-
inal Court No 1 to which she was
brought bv I'liitid States Marshal
Henry Behrendt tins morning from Do-tro- lt.

Chief Justice Covington, upon the plea
n f the woman. iIIh-- i ted that she be In-

carcerated in tho hoi-pit- ward of the
Jail until her injuries, selfMnflictod
in Detroit three weeks ago. arc Im-
proved.

Attorney Michael J Colbeit, appear
ing for (Jrorge . Hay, who vuh Mrs.
Stout's bondsman, and whoso bond of
$3,000 was forfeited when Mrs. Stout dls.
appeared, asked the court to set aside
the forfeiture. Tho court will rule on
this point tomorrow.

Judge Aukam Named
For Another Four Years

Pireitlent V llson today sent to the
Senate the name of (leoigc C. Aukam
for reappointment as one of the Munlci-m- l

Court tudgi- - ii' 'o District of
The teim will be for unother

four earfr

Loss of Zeppelin and Its
Crew Reported in Holland

..sTi:urA.M. Her 17 Dchtiuction
f ii (iirniHti Zi'Pliel'ii. mil the death of

i he piiI Ire crew was lepoited by tiavel-- r
an H Ins hr tod from liruaacl.

IheWflrfifttgf
War Training For
High School Cadets
To Begin Immediately

Competitive Wall Scaling, Tar-

get Practice, and Week-En- d

Encampments Introduced.

TO CONTEST FOR OFFICERS

Troop Leadership Competition

Will Be Conducted From Jan-uar- y

7 to February 25.

With the opening of high school
for the New Year Washington High
School cadets will find their drill
work entirely reorganized. They will
be taught war gnmes and get
thorouKh training In all the rudl- -

ments of mlHtarv science.
In the place of the close formation

drills, which have been the sum total
of tho endet training since the regi-
ment was established, their will bo
Introduced wall scaling,
instruction of officers In the handlln-o- f

men In the field, systematic target
proetlce, a scries of marKsunanshlp
contests, week-en- d encampments In
both spring and fall, and an encamp-
ment this summer.

Announcement of theie plans will
be made to the assembled officers of
the regiment at McKlnley Manual
Training School thlR evenln.

Steever Military Adviser.
These plans have been worked, out

q.uietly by S. K. Kramer, aBststuut
superintendent of schools. In con-
junction with l.lcat. E. Z. Steever, U.

. .j. from the office of the chief pf
staff, U. S. A, members of tho mjll-tar- y

committeo of the Hoard of Edu
cation, and Major U'allacli McCath-ra- n.

commandant of cadets
Lteutennnt Steever. during the time

the new course is being established,
will act us military adviser, assisting
Major McCathinn In putting the new
plan ot military training Into effect.

Immediately upon tho assembling ot
the cadets after the holidays the

of the course will begin.
Instead of continuing tho work of close
formation drills for the rest of tho year,
they will start immediately upon com-
petitive firing, whlclu will last until
May 6. At the same time there will
be a troop leadership competition for
officers, running from January 7 to
February 23.

The week-en- d camps will start as soon
the weather permits. Tho place for the
encampments has not been selected.
The target practice will take place at

(Continued on Page Fourteen.)

FLETCHER NAMED

ENVOY TO MEXICO

Ambassador to Chile Selected
to Represent United States
at Carranza Capital.

Henry P Fletcher, of Pennsylvania,
now United States ambassador to Chile,
today was nominated by President Wil-
son as United States ambassador to
Mexico.

Mr. Fletcher will succeed to a post
which has been vacant since Henry
Lane Wilson was recalled more than
two years ago. Mr. Fletcher Is a

and was selected for the post
because of tho President's desire to
have in Mexico City durtnc the period
of reconstruction a man thoroughly
familiar with Latin-America- n politics

It Is understood the post which Mr.
Fletcher leaves will be filled by an In-

diana man inasmuch as heretofore the
Mexican post always has been held by
a man from that State.

T WHEN

THREE TRAINS CRASH

Fog Responsible for Triple Col-

lision Near Newcastle, Eng.

Fifty Are Injured.

NEWCASTLE, England, Dec. 17. Six-

teen persons were killed and more than
fifty others Injured In a triple collision
today between a freight train, a pilot
engine, and a passenger train in n
heavy fog near Jarrow.

Four coaches overturned and were
completely Incinerated.

Sixtcon corpses, so badly charred as to
make identification almost impossible,
had been recovered early this afternoon.

A trainload of nurses and physicians
was dispatched from Newcastle. The
train groped Its way down the coast in
one of the densest fogs In months.

Verdict Given for $500
For Death of Infant

Consent verdict for J.100 was returned
in Justice Gould's court today in favor
of Joseph Hall, administrator of the
estate of Mildred A. Hall, in his suit
against the Georgetown and Tenleytown
Railway Company for JtO.OOo damages.

The netltioner allered that his Infant
daughter was knocked from the arms of
her mother bv a Tenleytown car at Wis.
confiin avenue and Q ativet January .1.

194. nnd kll'ed Hall was represented
t. Mtornevs J S Kasby-Smlt- h and
Italph D. Kleharty.
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YOU CAN HELPSAVE

HOWIE FOR CHILDREN

Contribution to "Opportunities"
Fund Would Keep Mothers
and "Kiddies" Together.

Ask your boy. or your neighbor's boy,
whit Wr want's for Chrstmas.

Ho will ask for skates, boxlnt; Rlove,
or some simlliar article.

Hut there are boys among the fami-
lies represented In the fourteen "op-
portunities" offered by the Associated
Charities who would leply, with much
vim. that the thing thev wanted most
this Christmas whs their mothei and a
home. There nie girls who would say
tho same thing.

In one speolllr case two boys nlrendy
nro in an Institution Your contribu-
tion will help to restore them to thei"-mothe-

and to make a home for them
through the coming year

"I don't contribute through charlt
organizations beraiihc I like to bIvvj
money directly to the poor," one m.iu
told arr officer of the Associated Chari-
ties recently He was a man of great
wealth.

Here, the Ashoelnted Charities points
out. In these fourteen "opportunities"
Is his chance, and your chance, to give
directly. The details of each case nro
outlined, and every cent of the monev
contributed Is acknowledged publicly
and then placed in a bank to be drawn
out In weekly r monthly installments
for the use of the fnmllics Indicated.

Money Spent Wisely.
Not one cent Is deducted from the

Christmas offerings through the "op-
portunities" for any cause whatever,
not even for postage or car fare.

Contributor.! are offered ever facility
by the Associated Charities to assura
themselves the money will be spent
wisely. For each family a constructive
plan has been worked out. Each mother
is with the Associated
churltUis, In the offort to rear her chil-
dren so that eventually the family will
be selNsUHtalnlug and the children will
be Hhle to take ihelr pl.ices as produc-
tive citizens In the community.

Installments SuRKested.
One suggestion for givers was con-

tained in a letter today from a man who
volunteered $2.50 a month for the next
twelve months. Tho Associated Chari-
ties announced It would bo glud to re-
ceive contributions on the Installment
plan.

Another contributor asks that tho
name on the check for tit he contrib-
uted be not used. A strikinc thing
about many of the gft. is that they
are accompanied by requests that tho
names of the giera he not published.

Today the total contributions for Op-
portunity No. 1, are fi. Tho other con-
tributions arn. Oppoitunlty No. 2, &,
Opportunity No. 3, $19, Opportunity No.
I. J16: Opportunity No. 5. Jan. Oppor-
tunity No 6. $11. Opiortun!ty No. 7.
16: Opportunity No X. J12, Opportunity
No. P, $6; Opportunity No. 10. $7, Oppor-
tunity No. 11. K, Opportunity No 12. f:Opportunity No. 13, JS. Oppoitunlty No.
H. 16.

In addition to these contributions an
undesignated gift from an anonymous
donor of $10 was received.

(Full list of Opportunities is pub-
lished on Page Six.)

WILSON-GAL- T

WEDDING TO BE

SOLEMNIZED

IN EVENING

Twenty-seve- n Guests Invited to

Witness Nuptial Ceremony

of the Nation's Chief

Executive.

Details of the Honeymoon Are

Still Kept a Secret by White

House Officials-- r Many Pres-

ents Arrive Here Today.

President Woodrow Wilson and
Mrs. Norman Boiling Gait will be
married tomorrow night probably
at 8:30 o'clock at Mrs. Gait's
home, 1308 Twentieth street. '

This was the understanding, al-

though no official announcement
of the hour of the ceremony, which
has been a carefully guarded
secret, had been made up to a late
hour this afternoon.

There will be about twenty-seve- n

guests at the wedding, the cere-

mony of which will be performed
by the Rev. Herbert Scott Smith,
pastor of St. Margaret's Episcopal
Church.

GUESTS ARRIVE TODAY.
A nlimber of thfc guests arrlveii in

Washington todn. Among them pre
.Mr. untf Mra. sterling CSaJt, of

Md., brother and sltcr-tn-la-

of the late Norman Gait: Mrs.
ltegitiald P'cndall, a brother of sterling
Oalt, Dr William Uolllni;, of ixiuis-vlll- e,

Ky., brother of Mrs Gait. Mrx
Anna llson Howe, sister of the Presi-
dent

Mr and Mrs Holfe B. llolliu? ot
l'onamn. brother and nUter-ln-ia- or
.Mrs. Gait, who live In Panama, ui rived
In New York this morning. ,tnU are
expected In Washington late todat.

Motor Here Tomorrow.
Joseph It ilson. the President s

brother, accompanied b) Mrs U llson,
and MIhs Wilson, will motor to Wash-
ington from their home In Baltimore
tcinorrow

Among the W ashington guests will
be .Miss .Margaiet Wilson. All. and .Mrs

illlam Giobs McAdoo. son-in-la- and
daughter of the President, Miss Helen
Woodrow pones, tho President's niece,
and Dr. Cory Grayson, the 'president s
naval aide.

Like other details of the weddlnc. the
place selected tor the hont-Miioo- isbeing kept a profound secret ilnw-co- r.

the fact that the wedding ami I

be held at night would eeem to sntpr.im-tl.U- e
h report that has been currenttor several days that tho wedding umwould not Jie made on the M.iviinwei

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Uowos Sayrearrived at the White House last even.Ing to remain until after the cere-mony. 'Their small son. Kiuncis
Woodrow Sayre, did not accompanv
them. The President's sister. Mrs.
Anna Wilson Howe, her daughter,
Mis. Cothian. and little Miss Jose-
phine t'othraii, are duo todu from
I hiladulphia.

A repoit was cuireut this afternoon
that the couple would leave Wash-ington on the Chesapeake and Ohio
train at 11 o'clock tomorrow night
hi .' 'o t" White Sulphur Springs.

White House attendants toda wore
but- - , .u.v.i. k traveling bags, and ut
Mrs. Gait's home ttorists began decor-
ating. There was no rehearsal today
.i. m ci i eliioti) .Uussuiigeis aimed
at the Gait home with numberless
presents.

Mrs. R. E. Boiling Comes
From Panama Without
Gowns for the Wedding

NEW TOUK, Dec. 17. Mrs. Rolfo E.
Polling, sister-in-la- w of Mrs. Norman
Gait. President Wilson's fiancee, almost
admitted today that tho President's
wedding is to take place tomorrow
night. i

Arriving from Panama today on the
steamer Advanco. Mrs. Boiling confided
to friends that the had neither suitable
wedding garments nor a wedding pres-
ent She excused herself from other en-
gagements nnd hurried off, declaring
she must make a quick purchase of an
evening gown.

RELEASED BY BRI T

IXNDON. Dec. 17. The Ford peace
ship Oscar II Is on Its way to
Chrlstlansand. Norway, having been re-
leased by the Prltish authorities at
Kirkwall last night, according to a press
dispatch leeelved here today.

Neither the American embassy nor
Government offices h.s any confirma-
tion, but it is assumed the report Is
true. Tho delay In releasing the ship,
it is stuted, was dun to the fact that
a few articles of contraband were found
nboard

The Oscar II is expected to reach
Chtistlansand tomorrow.

RECTOR WHO WILL PRESIDE
AT WILSON-GAL- T WEDDING

HBP' .:' :';:'HI
i Hi .ik ttdk BH

WBililinii if 'CTIM '

REV. HERBERT SCOTT SMITH,
Rector of S. Margaret's Episcopal Church.

AUSTRIANS PUSH

MONKNEGRO DBMS
Advance Along Seventy-Mil- e

Front With

and Heavy Artillery.

PAK1S li.'r 17 Austria has sent re- -

nforcements Into Montenepro n,nd ls
pushing with great energy her campaign
to capture cr annihilate thf Monte-nejrrl- n

nTm
Ilspatehe n.'ised bete today said

thi Austiiiui" iip advancing on a
front The Montenegrins nr

rvsistlng "tubomlv iilniig the Llm river,
but lack lienxy artillery and ammuni-
tion to thr- - invasion

Inhabitants of Knstern Montenegro are
Hieing before the approach of the Aus-

trian army which now occupies a front
extending from twenty to thirty miles
within tho Montenegrin frontier

Fighting In Albama.
At the aun time, furious lighting has

been resumed between Bulgarians and
Serbs in Albania Three thousand Uul-fnrl.- 'n

irmtiM furcpil n rrnrtslnir nt the
rtor llrln fiflti a twn iImvs hnttlf. in l

a severe snowstorm. The Serbs brought I

... ...- ......u ...! .!...... ,1.. Tfi.l- -lip re -- Ullitii v Jin- ii in ,iiiu uiiciv lii, uur
gars back on the following day

Athens dipnlches today reported that
150.000 ll.ilgailan und German troops
aro now mussed at Giegvell and Dolran.
To these forces will soon bo added 50,000
Austriuns advancing from Krlvolak.

Heavy artillery In being moved south- -

continued on Page Fourteen.)

utiliisWhas
REPORT PHONES

Results of Investigation on Qual-

ity of Service to Be Made

Public Soon.

Following a voluntarv reduction In
rates, announcement was made by the
Public t'tilitlcs Commission today of nn
Investigation of the service furnished
bv the Chesapeake and Potomac Tele-

phone Company.
WWle theie have been comparatively

few complaints, it was stated, it was
decided to Investigate and report on the
telephone service, this lieinK the pro-cedt-

in regard to other public utili-
ties.

The report of K. H. Hartley, who con-
ducted the Investigation, ii In tho hands
of tho commleilon. but will not bo made
public until acted upon It relates, it Is
understood, to the promptness with
which calls ate answered and connec-
tions are completed and to the breaking
off of connections dining conversations.

The leport probably will be brought
up for consideration bv the commission
at Its next meeting. December 22.

Senate Committee Favors
Diplomatic Nominees

Confirmation of Counselor polk, of the
Stnte Department. Minister Russell to
Panto omingo. nnd Minister Curtis,
New York negro, to Liberia, was order-
ed toda bv the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee.

MNE OR TII'EIIU

REilEF SHIP

Vessel, Under Charter to Ameri-

can Commission. Was Be-

lieved Immune From Attack.

ONE MORE CHANCE.
ROTTFHDAM. fee. IT -- The Belgian j Hut Austila will be given one more

herlef ship I.evenpool from New York 'chance to comply with the American
has been mined or torpedoed She was demands, it ib stated
in a slnkin? condition when last re-- 1 Another note will be sent to Ambas-norte- d

Isauor Penfleld for delivery to the for- -

A second dispatch received here said elgn office at Vienna. To all Intents and
the T.evenpool did not sink, but was purposes It will be an ultimatum. Aus-beach-

'

on Muckinir flats. irla will be ofteted but one loop-hol- e

The nritlsh steamer Nvroco. arriving ' If she can show beyond question ot
heie today, reported that she passed
the I.evcriDool In a sinking condition
near Kentishknock.

Her crew, office! s of the Nyroco said,
were taken off bv the steamer Pandoln
and a tornedo boat was standing by, the
Nvroco officers said and siRtiaied that
no further assistance was needed

May Salvage Cargo.
It Is understood here that the food-

stuffs aboard the relief ship were paid
for b English, contributions. If reports
that the ship has been beached are
found to be true, It Is possible that part
of the cargo may be salvaged

The I.evennool Is owned by the Pool
Shipping Company of West Hartlepool,
of F.ngland. but was under charter to
the American commission for the relief
of Ueluium. When she left New York
she How the Belgian relief Hug. under
which she was supposedly immune from
attack bv any belligerent i

She displaced 4.SS4 tons, and was built
in 1911.

Levenpool Had Cargo
Of Lard and Bacon for

Relief of the Belgians
NHW YORK, Dec 17 --The Relgian

relief ship Ievonpool sailed frcm New
York on November H with 6.51'J fns of
lard and bacon for relief work in Bel-glu-

destined for Rotterdim.
No membejs of the lelief commission

were on board. She catried only her
regular crew

Recauso she wa living the commU-sion- 's

Mug. oftlciah evpiessed do ibt to-
day that she was, torpedoed itul felt
that If she met u 1th a mtahau. It was
due to striking a mine.

The Levenpool was fullv equipped
with side banners, deck banneia and
Flgnal boards. Indicating to belligerent
vessels that the vn t relief of
ficers of the commission shUI when tl f
Tnlted Press libl'ptin was read to them.
In addition sho carried a full lighting!
svterri illi miiiHting these bauneis at
night, and making It piHctieallv oi t ol
the question that her Identity might be
mlstoHen- -

ITftUlLlRl
UB1RINE 1T

LONDON Dec. 17. The Italian liner
Porto Hald has been sunk by a sub-
marine.

The Porto Paid was owned bv the
Italian Maritime Societv or Genoa., at
which port. she was regiileied She was
built In lSl. and displaced 5,:W1 tons.
Presumably she was sunk In the

CAB.NET READS

AUSTRIAN NOTE

MS BREAK

IN RELATIONS

Official Text Called Unsatisfac-

tory and Vigorous Reply Will

Give One More Chance to
Comply, Say Officials.

Single Hopeful Sign Removed by

Publication of Text in Au-

striaLansing to Handle Sit-

uation for President.

Austria's reply to the American
Ancona note was laid before the
Cabinet today.

That it failed in every way to
meet the demands of the United
States; that it was evasive and
totally unsatisfactory; and that it
appears to reflect a total indif-'crenc- e

to the reminder in the
merican note that "the good re-

lations between the two countries
must rest upon a common regard
for the principles of humanity'
uere the conclusions forced upon
the President and his advisers.

On all sides there is evidenc6
that- - the American Government
regards the outlook as grave' and
threatening. It is conceded that
unless there is a quick and radical
change of front on the part of the
Austrian government, a severance
of diplomatic relations is in-

evitable.

loubt that her own original version of
the attack on the Auconu was wroivn.
that the Ancona wus not standing; still
when torpedoed, the I'nlted States will
discuss buch conliadlctory evidence as
she may present

But yhe must present this ev.dcnce
promptly. The demand tor a "prompt
response will take on much more added
elgniflcance than heretofore. Austria
will be told, in short, that unless im-
mediate s itlsfactlon Is forthcoming

! lomatic relations between the two
countries will be broken.

Official Text Read.
The oftlcial text of the Austuan re-

ply, received this morning, was sent
to the White House after the Cabinet
had been in session about thirty min-
utes 1'p to that t me all that Scc-icta-

of State Lansing had to present
Included the press outline of the note.
printed yesterday a brief lesume from
Ambassador Penfleld received this
morning, Mr. Pentleld's report of yes-
terday concerning the general feeling In
Austrian government citcles. and Mi
Lansing's own informal report of his
"conversations" estcrday with llaron
SSwiedlnck, the Austrian charge

The disappointment which all this
cteated Is understood not to

hao been dissipated to anv extent by
the note Itself, which wus tak"ii t
the White House by a messenger

The situation, as the American Gov-
ernment .ecs It, is that Austria has

(Continued on Page Eighteen.)

REBEL CHIEFS IY
OEPORT GEN, VILLA

Northern Mexico Leader Virtu-

ally a Prisoner of His Lieu-

tenants at Chihuahua.

KL PASO. Tex., Oec. 17 On. Fran-
cisco Villa, vtitualiy a prisoner of his
eleven generals at Chihuahua, today
faces leuioval as leader of the reoeis
and possibly deportation from Mexico

Villa is considered a failure hy his
followers, who are still determined to
wago warfare against the lecogmzed
t'nrranza government. The are re
ported to be meeting In Chihuahua to
decide whether to select his successor
In case he is deposed, ho will be taken
under guard to tho I'nlted States and
told never to return to Mexico

Since his urrival at Chihuahua last
Wednesday, Villa has remained se-
cluded at the home of his "church
wife, Sonora Luzcornal do Villa. Ills
ptesence at the council was forbidden
and be was placed undr surveillance

The cloven generals have taken up
the plan of future opposition to Car
lanza They have decided to Inaugu-
rate a campaign in southern Mexico


